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School-Wide Rules (Safety, Organization, Achievement, Respect)

1. Keep food and drink in the cafeteria

2. Keep hands, feet, objects, and unkind words to yourself
3. Hats, unacceptable clothing, hoop earrings and other nuisance items will be confiscated and returned only to a parent/guardian.

4. The use of personal cell phones, beepers, pagers or other electronic communication devices is prohibited during the instructional day. As long
as use is not disruptive, students may use these devices during scheduled lunch periods and while on the bus. These devices must remain off
during instructional time including any time between classes. These items will be confiscated if used other than the times indicated above.

5. Students will be prepared and ready for instruction daily.

6. Refrain from chewing gum on campus.

7. Show respect for yourself, others, and school property.

Follow the Thunderbird Norms

1. No one has the right to hurt another person.

2. Education and the classroom are essential priorities.

3. Show pride in your school.

4. Always act as a respectful lady or gentleman.

5. Never behave in a way to misrepresent yourself, your family, your peers, or your school.
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Progressive Discipline:
1st Offense- Verbal Warning
2nd Offense- Phone Call
Home with Teacher
Consequence

3rd Offense- Parent
Conference with Counselors
4th Offense- Social Worker
Interventions

5th Offense- Dean's Referral

Tardy Policy

1st Offense Warning

2nd Offense Parent Contact
3rd Offense Lunch Detention
After School Detention

After School Campus
Beautification Project

Star On
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PLEASE PRINT OR DOWNLOAD PAGES 1-5 FOR YOUR REFERENCE.
PLEASE PRINT PAGE 6 AND SEND IT BACK TO SCHOOL WITH YOUR CHILD.

Textbook: TBD.
Price to Replace Textbooks:

TBD

Course Description: This one-year course is designed to facilitate a student’s acquisition of the target
language at the novice-mid level as identified in the foreign language proficiency guidelines established
by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). The focus is communication
in the target language incorporating an understanding of the target cultures, connecting with other
disciplines, comparing native language to the target language, and participating in multicultural




communities. The course provides practice in correct use of basic vocabulary and language structures to
enable students to function effectively within realistic settings. ACTFL recommends that at least 90% of
the instructional time in class be conducted in the target language. Instructional practices incorporate
integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions
to our society. The appropriate use of technology is an integral part of this course. This course fulfills
either one of the elective credits or the Arts/Humanities credit required for high school graduation.

I. Course goals

Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written conversations to share
information, reactions, feelings, and opinions in the target language. [NS1]

Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of topics in the
target language. [NS2]

Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade, and narrate on a
variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers in the target language.
[NS3]

Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners use the target language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship
between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied. [NS4]

Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners use the target language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship
between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied. [NS5]

Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, and expand their knowledge of other disciplines while using the target language to
develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively. [NS6]

Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access and evaluate information and diverse perspectives that are available
through the target language and its cultures. [NS7]

Language Comparisons: Learners use the target language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied and their own. [NS8]

Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the target language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture through
comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. [NS9]

School and Global Communities: Learners use the target language both within and beyond the classroom to interact and collaborate in
their community and the globalized world. [NS10]

Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using world languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and
advancement. [NS11]

I1. Course Syllabus: The following syllabus provides an umbrella idea that we will be following
throughout the year.

UNIT 1: Getting to Know You
UNIT 2: School Life

UNIT 3: All About Me

UNIT 4: | Like...

UNIT 5: Meet My Family
UNIT 6: Hanging Out

UNIT 7: Let’s Eat

UNIT 8: Around Town

I11. Additional Course activities

Group projects/activities

Research Projects

Essay and Journal Writing

Individual /group presentations

A minimum of five quizzes and assessments will be given per quarter

V. Evaluation
a. Criteria for arriving at students’ grades



i. Tests, Quizzes, and Assessments 50 %
ii. Projects/Reports 30 %
iii. Classwork /Interactive Notebooks 15%
iv. Homework/Participation 5%

b. Semester Grades
i. Quarter 1 (45%) +Quarter 2 (45 %)+ Semester Exam (10%)=Semester 1 grade

ii. Quarter 3 (45%) + Quarter 4 (45 %)+ Semester Exam (10%)=Semester 2 grade
iii. The final grade for the year will be an average of the grades from semester one and semester two.

c. Explanation of student grades
i. A 90%-100%

ii. B 80%-89%
iii. C 70%-79%
V. D 60%-69%
V. F Below 59%

d. How and when students will be advised of their grades
i. Parents and students are urged to check the Infinite Campus site for current grades.
ii. Grades will be posted in the classroom by student number several times a quarter.

e. Retaking Tests
Please be advised that tests may only be retaken for Fs or Ds at the teacher's discretion. The highest

possible grade on a retake is 75%. Only one retake per test is allowed.

f. Citizenship/Behavior Expectations

i. Students are expected to be prepared to work. This includes being prepared with homework and all
necessary supplies, as well as being prepared to focus on learning.

ii. Students are to remain focused on their academic tasks in the classroom. Studies show that teachers
waste huge amounts of time keeping students on-task when they have to remind students to stop talking,
stay in their seats, and complete their assignments.

iii. Students are expected to treat themselves, others, and SMS property with the utmost respect. Students
will speak politely to me, to each other, and to all faculty, staff, and visitors of SMS. The classroom and
other areas of campus will remain neat and clean.

iv. Students are expected to follow all school rules and classroom rules. This includes the dress code.
Students must remove outerwear and backpacks and tuck in their shirts before entering the classroom.
v. Students with any missing assignments will not be able to receive an “outstanding” for citizenship.
Students with more than two missing assignments will receive a “needs improvement” for citizenship.

f. Late Work



i. Homework assignments are always given with a due date. If class work is not completed, it may be
taken home for completion and will be due the next day.

ii. Homework turned in after the due date for any reason other than an excused absence will lose one letter
grade for each day that it is late.

One day late — maximum score = B

Two days late — maximum score = C

Three days late — maximum score = D

Four days or later — maximum score = F
iii. Each teacher reserves the right to vary the Late Work policy to address individual situations.

g. Make-up Work for Absences

i. Students are responsible for asking teachers for assignments given during their absence.

ii. Make-up work can be found in a designated area of the classroom. Requests for make-up work must be
done before or after school. Requests for teachers to gather or identify missing assignments cannot be
completed during class as this takes away from instructional time for all students.

iii. CCSD policy states that students have three days to complete make-up work for each day of excused
absence.

h. Absences/Excused Absence Notes

i. All absences are to be handled through the attendance office.

ii. Excused notes must be taken to the attendance office. Students are expected to take the notes to the
attendance office before or after school. Students will not be permitted to leave class to turn in absence
notes.

iii. CCSD policy states that a student with 11 or more unexcused absences in one class period in one
semester must be given a grade of F for the semester, regardless of the number or quality of the
completed assignments.

i. Homework and assignments on the Internet Periodically, students may be assigned homework that
can only be done on the Internet. Students will be given in time in class to complete such assignments.
For students who need additional time, arrangements can be made to use the Internet in the library or in
the teacher’s room before or after school.

J. Forms There are several permission forms for various programs and activities that we will send home
throughout the year. We would appreciate having the forms sent back as soon as possible. Any student
who does not return the permission slip will not be able to take part in the activity until the
permission slip is returned.

V1. Course Supplies

a. Composition Book- One-hundred page composition books will be used as a reading journal and as a
place for taking notes throughout the course of the year. We anticipate that students will need
approximately one composition book a semester for language arts.

b. Loose-Leaf Notebook Paper- Assignments that are to be handed in must be completed on loose-leaf
paper unless the assignment sheet states otherwise. No assignments on spiral-edged paper will be



accepted, not even perforated spiral paper without the “teeth.” Assignments submitted on spiral paper will
be returned must be redone to receive a grade.

c. Writing Utensils- All assignments that are turned in must be written in blue or black pen or pencil.
Students may write in any color pen in their journals

d. Art Supplies (optional). Many activities throughout the year require art supplies--such as colored
pencils, crayons, highlighters, and Post-it notes. Students may also bring their own art supplies when
appropriate.

e. Highlighters. Highlighters are useful for organizational techniques and taking notes. Each classroom
has a classroom set of highlighters, but the best-organized students seem to prefer having an individual
set.

f. Mechanical pencils—Students who chose to use mechanical pencils should have replacement lead
available. Students are wasting precious class time asking classmates for mechanical lead.

g. Computer Headset with Microphone—Students will be required to have a set of computer headset
with microphone daily due to the fact that access to the course work requires the use of computer, audio,
and microphone.

** Many of these supplies can be purchased before or after school or during lunch from either the
student store or the librarian. Students need to come to class prepared with the necessary supplies; they
will not be sent out of class to purchase supplies. Teachers may have some limited supplies, but these are
frequently purchased with the teacher’s funds rather than supplied by the school district. Students who
arrive unprepared will find that doing so affects their participation grade for the day.

VII. Explanation of fees
a. There is no fee for this course.

VII1I. Teacher’s hours of availability

a. Teachers are available for a conference before school. Please contact the main office (702-799-4860) to
schedule a formal conference or to leave me a message. Phone calls and e-mails will be returned as soon
as possible. In general, e-mail is the quickest way to reach a teacher. Please include your child’s name in
the subject line.

b. The teacher’s e-mail address will be provided on the first day of class and during open house.
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Student’s Name: Student Number:

Student:

__I'have read and understand the school rules listed above.

__lhave read and understand the progressive discipline steps for inappropriate behavior
and tardies.

__lhave read and understand the course expectations provided for this course.

Signature of Student Date

Parent/Guardian:

__lhave read and understand the school rules pertaining to my child.

__lhave read and understand the progressive discipline steps for inappropriate behavior
and tardies.

__lhave read and understand what is expected of my child in this course.

Signature of Parent/Guardian Date
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